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and EPerienee have taught Mankind to 


ANECDOTES 


Relating to the 
ANTIQUITY and PROGRESS 
OF: 


HORSERACES: 
EN Horſe ow firſt became the : 


I. Amuſement or: Diverſion of the 


Fpectators and others, will at pre- 
ſent be. difficult to prove, but that theſe 
Games were uſed at public Feſtivities, even 
ſo early as the Patriarchs Time, the. follow- 
ing Anecdotes will demonſtrate. 


They began in the moſt Eaſtern Na- 
tions, and- from them other Countries fol- 


lowed their Example; but the Manner 


or Mode of Running varied greatly in dif- 
ferent Ages and Nations; for as Knowled ge 
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| bring every Art 35 Seien to the Per- 
fection we now have them, ſo it happened 


in reipett « of Horle Races, wherein at firſt 
the Horſes drew their Burthens inſtead of 


carrying them on their Backs, as they now 


do. 


The firſt Races we read of, were when the 
Horſes drew the Chariots, which were low 
and imall, and the Charioteers ſtood up in 


them, w ith ſometimes a Man on Horſe- 


back preceeding the Chariot, particularly 


in thoſe Races performed by the Greeks 
and Romans a, How the Men were Able 
to ride on Horſeback i is not eaſily conceiv- 
ed, ſince Suetonius tells us b, that they rode 
without Saddles, which were not invented 
till er after. 8 


SECTION . 


The firſt Account of theſe 3 that we 
meet with, Was at the Feſtivities of Mi- 


thras or the Sun, after performing their 


Sacrifices, which Zoroaſtre, the great Re- 


2 Montfaucon's Artig. Vol. 3. Lib. 3: r 4. P. 178. 
0 [n Vir. Czar. 
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Tr” 
former of the Religion of the Medes and 
Perſians, always did in a Cave, in es 
Subdio a, wherein was Mithras and all the 
Symbols: This Cave was called Antrum 


Mithriacum, in which the facred Fire was 


kept, with Priefts and Pricſteſſes a tend- 


ingb; and by the Mithriaca, Dr Hyde tells 


1s, are to be underſtood the ſymbolic Fi- 
gures, or the Rites and Ceremonies, 


The Sculptures of theſe Sacrifices and 
Symbols, in Baſſo Relievo, were kept in 
the Cave, ſome of Mithras, others with the 


Archimagus or High Prieſt killing the Bull, 
attended properly by others with Torches, 


ſtanding moſtly Croſs - Leg'd, like the 
Knights Templars in our Churches, all in 
the Dreſs of Mithras or the Sun, viz. in the 


Phrygian Bonnet, as called, but truly the 


Patriarchal Mitre, the Toga, Tunic, Man- 
tle, and Breeches. They were not dreſſed 
like the Greek and Roman Apollo, repre- 
ſenting the Sun, owing to the differ ent 


Habits of the Eaſt and Weſt; for at Rome 


Dr. Hyde de delt de Vetcram Perſarum, taken 
from a Perſian . P. 117, 118. b Ibid, P. 17. 
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Mithras was repreſented or painted like a 
young Man, with the Phrygian Bonnet on 
his Head. 6 


Many Sculptures in Baſſo Relievo have 1 
been found in the Eaſtern and all other i 
Countries where theſe Feſtivities have been 1 
kept. In ſome of theſe, a Serpent is ſeen 1 
wireathed round a Trunk of a Tree or Sta- 
tue, which is always when along with o⸗ 
thers, one Symbol of the Sun a. The firſt 
Figure of Mithras in the 96th Plate in 
Montfaucon, nas a Serpent wrapt round, as 
alſo the ſecond, and others had b. Macro- 
bius © tells us, the Serpent is always a Sym- 

bol of the Sun, and we meet with it in all 
the Symbols of Mithras. 


SECTION IL 

The Perſian Monarchs celebrated .the 
Feſtivity of Mithras or the Sun with great 
Pomp, and amongſt other Amuſements, 
"ep had Their Horſe Races, who drew their 


2 3 Antig v. 1. P. 4. b wia. V. 1. Pt. 2. 
Cop. 3: oh B32, 233. Lare, P. 20. 
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Drivers in Chariots, for we find in the 
Scripture, that on Account of the Idolatry 
of the Kings of Judah, Joſiah took away 
the Horſes that the Kings of Judah had 
given to the Sun, and burnt the Chariots 
of the Sun a; this was done in the Eighth 
Year of Joſiah's Reign, in Anno Mundi 
3308, 633 Years before the Nativity of our 
Saviour, now 1769, 2404 Years ago b. 


From the Eaſtern Nations, the Feſtivi- 
ties of Mithras were celebrated by other 
Nations, both in the Southern, Weſt- 
ern, and Northern Parts. 'The Greeks had 
their Hippodromes, and the Ludus Tro- 
_ Janus was inſtituted in ee 


Plutarch informs us, that the Worſhip of 
Mithras or the Sun, was introduced into 


the Roman Empire in Pompey's Time e, 
and reſtored in great Pomp when * 
d Was Dictator . . 7 e 


* + 4 + 


Second Book of Kings, Cap. 23. V. in. b Ifaac- 
ſon's | Chronology, P. 122, © The Battle of -Pharſalia 
| was in Anno Mundi 3902. d Which was 47 Years be- 
= fore the Nativity of Chriſt, CO FS Oe i aig 
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Amongſt the Romans, theſe Chariot's were 
drove by Slaves, afterwards by People of 


higher Rank, nay even by Emperors, as 


Suetonius, Tacitus, and others informs us. 


Montfavcon b tells us, the Equiths" at 
Rome were ſo called from the Horſe Races 
that were run in the Campus Martius, but 


more antiently they were run in the open 


Country, and afterwards in Incloſures, rail- 


ed in with Wood, to prevent the Specta- 


tors from crowding in too much, till the 
Grand Circus was built by Tarquinius Priſ- 


cus, in Anno Mundi 3344, 604 Years be- 
fore the Birth of Chriſt e, when they were 


performed therein. This Cuſtom in ſome 
Meaſure is kept up in many Places in E Dg- 


land, more eſpecially towards the Ending- 
Poſt, either by Rails or Cords; at York 


the Courſe is pred W en 


2 Vit. 3 Tacit. Lib 15. d n V2. 
Part 1. Lib. 4, P. 145. © And Onuphrius Pavicinius, in 
his Treatiie de Ludis Circenſibus, P. 12, fays, they 
were ſo Gal ed, ob rn Curſu. 7 


1 . 8 
iy iz» 
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8 E CT ION III. 


Avguſita the Emperor of Rome 2 Was a 
zreat A of theſe Horſe Races, as 
Virgil b tells us, in a moſt inimitable De- 
ſcription; and after the Emperors, &c. had 
inſtituted the ſolemn and periodical Feſti- 
vities of the Romans, ſuch as the Agones, 
E Quinquinaita, Sc. the Horſe Races were 
= principal Part thereof. 


The accurate Pagi informs us, that in 
A. D. 60, Nero; afterwards Emperor, made 
3 Himſelf Conſul the fourth Time, on Pur- 
pole for celebrating the Decennalia of the 
Ceæſarean Empire ©; and in the ſame Year 

he inſtituted, in Imitation of the Greeks 
Olympics, Gymniaca, the Agon Neronia- 
nus, which was continued afterwards every 
fourth Year, in all which, Horſe Races 
made a principal Part of the Diverſion. In 
A. D. 64, Nero celebrated his ſecond Agon, 


2 Who began his Reign about 3o Years before our 
Savioar's Birth, and died in A. D. 14. Montfaucon An- 
tig. V. 3. P. 2. Lib, 3, Cap. 2, b Enead, Ver. 545. 
X © drukeley's Palzographia Britannica, P. 36, 37, 38. 
Is acſon's Chronology, P. 187. | 2 10 


as 


Nas 
« « * 


as Euſebius tells us, and the Emperor Gor- 
dilanus revived it 240 Years after >. 


=: In Time b the Trojan Game and this 


Racing on the Emperor's Bitth-Day, be- 
W | came ſo blended together, that at length 
14 the Aon Capitolinus and others were ſwal- 
' lowed up in the Celeberity of theſe Races. 
Il 
1 | 
Mii The Emperor Aurelian e, who was yet 


'S| an Heathen, was extreamly fond of the 
1 


Al Feſtivities of Mithras or the Sun, and par- 
11 ticularly of Horſe Races; this Fondneſs 
i was greatly increaſed by his being ſo much 
It amongſt the Perſians. Having conquered 
1 Zenobia and her Sons, and taken Palmyra 
E | mn A. D. 273 d, no Wonder therefore that 
0 bi the ſame Feſtivities were continued i in Eng- 


land, and particularly at York, where they 
| were celebrated, as will preſently appear 
1 from what follows, and N. in his 
I! Reign. 


2 Stukeley's Palzographia Britannica, P. 189, Þ Ibid, 
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BN P. 39, 74> © Who began his Reign in A. D. 271, and 
«* died in 276. © Stukeley's TOS; * 3.1 P. 12, 
MW Ifaacſon's Chroudlogy, P. 208, 


K E C T 1e 0 N IV. 


1 obſerved i in | Section I. that Sacrifices of 
Mithras or the Sun, were performed in a 
Cave, wherein were Sculptures in Baſſo 
Relievo: I alſo obſerved, that Sculptures 
of theſe Kinds were found in moſt Nations 


where theſe Feſtivities were performed, 
even in Great Britain. 


A Sculptare of this Kind, in Baſſo Re- 
lievo, was found i in A. D. 1747, in digging 
the Cellars and Foundations for ſonie Hbuſes 
(ſince built by Mr. Benſon) in Micklegate, 
at York, almoſt oppoſite to St. Martin's ä 
Church, but a little nearer the River Ouſe. 
The Workmen in digging deeper than any 
of the adjacent Foundations, at about tem 
or eleven Feet, came to a Stone which a 
peared to be 4 Baſſo Relievo; with Fi igures 
ſomewhat defaced⸗; a Repteſentation of 
which, from Goppet-Plares, may be ſtem as 
ted, and the Original is in the Peſfe- 
on of the Rey. Vr. Sandercock in Tork. 


4 Stukefeyis 8 Balzographia Britannica, p. 1 13; Philoſo> ; 
moe IranſaRions, by Martin, V. 10. in A. D. 1766, 
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In this Sculpture, Mithras repreſents the 


Archimagus killing the Bull for the Sacri- 


fice, He has on the Perfian Mantle, call- 


ed Candys, and the Phrygian Bonnet, call- 
ed Tyara, as Lucian informs us, like what 
we ſee in the Figures of Perſipolis, whence 

the Worſhip of Mithras went to Romea. 


There is a Figure on each Side habited 
in the ſame Manner, ſtanding croſs-leg' d, 


one holding a Torch up commonly, but is 


here a little defaced; the other Figure hold- 
ing the Torch down, 1 is plain. 


Dad! is the Figure of a Horſe gal- 


loping, with two Minifters like Horſe 


Courſers attending him, intimating the 
Sun's Courle, 


* 


80 3 Aurelian of the Feſtivities 


bd * 


of Mithras, that in many Sculptures in 


Baſſo Relievo Work, he had a Serpent re- 


preſented, as on his triumphal Arch at Ve- 


ſantium (Burgundy); wherefore Stukeley 


thinks this Sculpture at Vork was placed 


5 Montfaucon' $ Antiq. V. 1. Pt; 2, Cap, 14. p. 235. 
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here in Aurelian' 8 Times. The other Fi- 
gures are defaced, but ſeem, by the like 


ſymbolic Manner of their Dreſs; to be of- i 
SOR Prieſts. 


| Stukely ſays b, he ſaw other Sculptures 


of Mithras at Cheſter and in Northumber- 
land; and no doubt but that there are ma- 


ny more in Britain, either deſtroyed or un- 


diſcovered. 


From all theſe Accounts, I think no 


Doubt can be made, of the Feſtivities of 


Mithras or the Sun having been celebrated 
at York, whether in Aurelian's Time or 


before, eſpecielly as it was their chief Im- 
/ perial City, where the chief Commanders 


of the Romans reſided. 


8 E C T 1 ON v. 


0 5 


How long heb Feſtivities were per- 


formed at York, I cannot at preſent lay, 


but St. Jerom, in his Epiſtle to Læta, ſays 
to her, A few Tears ago your Couzen 
« Gracchus, when he Was Prefect of the 


Fal Brit P. wy v Ibid, P. 34. 
82. 4 City 


i were on the neighbouring Plain of Knaveſ- 
dee bee th. an Nees ame dem 
Ii (3768) run, er in that called Campleſham 
14 Paſture; both theſe axe near Micklegate 


(% 


« City of 16 broke e — 
ce and burnt, the Caye of Mithras, about 
£c A. D. 3 78. * 


Not long after this Tims, we may rea- 
ſonably conclude, that the Roman Præ- 
fect at York might follow his Example, 
and demoliſhed- the ſubterranean Temple 
in Micklegate, where this Sculpture was 
found, eſpecially if the Præfect tavoured 
the Chriſtians. 


35 * Scukeley 5 {uppoſes the Races at 
York, celebrated in Honour of Mithras, 


Bar, a little on left Hand, going out of 
York, Southward, not far from the Cave 


where the Sculpture of Mithras was found, 
and very convenient for the Tepee, 8 


: The Doctor in the firſt ConjeQure is is 
quite wrong, becauſe Kyayeſmire was a bog 


4 Pal, Brit, b, 16. 


rs) 


ay ky 5 and is now only kept 
in proper Order for Horſe-courling by 
large Drains, &c. Part of i it, eren in Sum- 
mer Time, in a wet Seaſon, is ſo ſoft, that 
it is difficult for ſome Horſes to tun oyer 
it; and, as the Feſtivity of Mithras was 
celebrated on tp 25th of December, we 


ent for Horſo-Races eſpecially as the Rain 
that falls on three Parts of the higher 
Lands ſurrounding it, muſt all deſcend i In» 
to that Ground. 


Y Completion Paſture indeed was a more 

proper Piece of Ground, eſpecially where 
Horſes carry their Burthens. It is of an 
oval or oblong Form, gently rifing from 
the Sidcs to the Middle, making a Ridge, 
whence many Thouſand ER might 
_ view * as they ran. 


1 obſerved before, that theſe Races an- 
tiently were run in the open Country, af- 
terwards in Incloſures, railed in with 
Wood, to prevent the Spectators from 


+. Section II. 


crowding 


a crowälng too 4 on he Courſe of the 
Horſes, but afterwards were petformed at 
Ne! in the great Circus. AE 


| Stukeley makes no Doubt there was a 
Circus made at York, but I am of a very 
different Opinion, becauſe in a Work of that 
Size, there muſt have appeared ſome Ruins, 

Foundations, or other Marks, many Ages 


0 ago, whereas none were ever yet diſcover- | 
0 II Il the next Place, the Number of the 
1 Roman People at York could not have fill- | 
| | | ed even a {mall Circus; and as they had nei- 
$214 ther Senators, Conſuls, nor any Number of 
IF | Perſons. of Conſequence, except what re- 

9 1 lated to the Military, there was no Occa- 


| ſion for a Circus to be built, eſpecially as 
C.a⸗ampleſham Paſture would be large enough, 
uod very convenient for the ele. | 


* 
1 3 
24 * 
, 


SECTION. VI. 


That the Engliſh have adopted many of 
the Manners and Cuſtoms of the Romans, 
relative to Horſe-Races, is very evident to 
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any ollen Reader of that Hiſtory, in 
different Stations of Life, and ſo well con- 
trived as to bear very little Amendment. 
Let us therefore now enquire how cloſely 
we have followed them in reſpe& of their 
Horſes and Races, _ 


I before informed the TORY that the- 
= Races formerly were run in the open Coun- 
try, till Tarquinius Priſcus built the Grand 
Circus at Rome, in which the Races were 
performed. How far the Horſes run be- 
fore they got to the laſt Meta from the 
ſtarting Place, is not expreſſed by Hiftori- 
ans, but we are informed, that the above 
Circus is ſaid to be about 5 Roman Feet 


q in Length, and 960 broad, of a ſemicircular 
. Form at one End, the other ending in a 
5 right Line, but rather Circular; and that 


the Races commonly ended at the ſeventh 
Turn round the Metæ a; though now and 
then we meet with, upon e Oc- 
caſions, fewer Heats. The N umber and 
Length of the Heats alſo vary here. The 


of uſual N umber of Miſſus or Matches, were 


n Progertiu Lib. 4. Elog. 29. 


gene n 
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gtnerally about 24z tho 2 a fat 
greater Number were exhibited : Fer Sue- 
tonius tells us a, that the Emperof Pomi- 

tian preſented a Hundred Matches in one 
Day. 19104591 


The Time when the Races were to begin, 
was antiently given hy Sound of Trumpet. 
Both theſe Methods of Matches, and eall- 
ing the Horſes to the ſtarting On A ate 
praQtiſed in Great _ 


The Horſes wing up at the Line, ready 
for ſtarting, the Signal was given by Map- 
pa, or a Napkin, hung out at the Prætor's F 
'T ent, or chief Magiſtrate Seat, whence the 1 
Tryers, at the ſtarting Place in England, 
have followed the ſame Cuſtom. Hence 
Juvenal b calls them Megalenſian Games. 
—— Megaliace W Mappæ. 


The Riſe 1 this Cuſtom was when N ero 


was once at Dinner, and the People mak- 
ing a great Noiſe, defiring that the Sport 
might begin. The Emperor immediately 


| 4 Vit, Domit. Cap. 4 b Sat. 11. 


1 


Ld 


threw the : Napkin he had in his Hand out 
of the Window, as a Token he had grant- 
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ed their == mi a, 


At theſe Races allo, the Romans rode in 


different Colours, particularly the Compa- 


nies of Charioteers, to diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves. There were generally four Þ, viz. 
Praſſina (Green), Ruſſata (Red), Alba, or 
Albata (White), and the Veneta (Sky, or 


Sea Colour); but the Green was generally 
the Favourite, eſpecially under Caligula, 


Nero, and the following Emperors, but 
Suetonius tells us, that Domitian (who was 


made Emperor. in A. D. 81, and died A, 


D. 96) added two more Colours, viz. the 
Golden or Yellow, and the Purple, but 
theſe were ſoon laid aſide again by the fol- 
lowing Emperors<. The Engliſh have 
continued 1 in the {ame i. to this uy” 
T fie Vidar in theſe FN were ho- 
noured with Garlands, Coronets, and other 


Ornaguents, aſter the Greek Manner, and 


2 Collider, 15 Ro * Kenna? $ N Aniquities, P. 
255, Er- 2. Lib. 8. Vir. Domit. Cap. 7. 


D very 


WER 


very often with conſiderable Rewards in 
Money. Hence Juvenal 3 ſays, 
Hinc Centum Patrimonia Cauſidiconum, 
Parte alia Solum ruſſati pone Lacertæ. 


To this Day it is cuſtomary in England 
to ornament the winning Horſes with Rib- 

bands, and ſome of the Men concerned with 

Cockades. FO © 


8 2 Q NON VIE. 
The People of Rome were ſo mad after 
the Races at the Sacreds of Mithras, and 
alſo afterwards, in Compliment to the Em- 
| perors, who ſo encouraged theſe Sports, 
that there was an Ippodruna on Purpoſe 
for Races, in moſt Cities of the Empire; 


| and the People were ſo greatly delighted 
Wl with them, that Juvenal b cenſures this 


3 U ſtrange Pleaſure, as he calls it. 
0 —  —  — 7 Pace 
TH 16 
1418 Immenſæ nimiæ que, licet ſi dicere Plebis, 


= Totam hodie Roman Circus 1 et A.- 
| gor Aurem + „„ 
Pereutir Eyentum viridis quo colligo Pauni : 
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Nam ſi deficeret, meſtam attonitamque Vi- 


deres N 5 
Hane Urbem, veluti, Cannarum i in Pulyere, JN 
victis 
Conſulibus = — — 


Which Congreve has thus tranflated: 
This Day all Rome (if I may be allowd, 
Without Offence to ſuch a numerous Crowd, 
To ſay all Rome) will in the Circus ſweat, 
Echoes already to their Shouts repeat. 3 
Methinks I hear the Cry, — Away, away! 
The Green has won the Honour of the Day. 
Oh! ſhou'd theſe Sports be but one Day 

forborn, | 
6 would in Tears her lord Direrbon 
5 * Tv 
And that would a Cauſe X Sorrow yield, 
Great as the 1 80 of Canna fatal Field. 


Pliny © a ſeems to * ak of the fame 
Opinion in regard to Horſe-Race; for, mi- 
Tor, inquit tot millia virorum tam pueriliter 
indentidem cupere currentes Equos, iofiſt- FD ns 


2 Lib. 9. Cap. 6. Collarii Artie. Rowene, Pa. 86. 
Suetonius Julis, Cap, 39. Caligula, Cap. 18. Nero, 
Cap. 29 Factionum Exempla, apud eundem Caligula, 
53. Vitel. 14. Er f in multis Inſer iptionibus. 

| _ entis 
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entis n e videre. Si tamen, 
aut Velocitate Equorum, aut Hominum 


Arte traherentur, eſſet Ratio nonnulla: 
N unc favent Panno, Pannum. amant. 


Such was the Fondneſs too for 1528 * 
vourite Horſes, that Montfaucon a tells us, 
and gives a Copper-Plate of a Drawing 
from an Urn, which has two Inſeriptions 
upon it; the uppermoſt regards t the Horſes, 
the tides the Men, which begins with the 
Letters D M, relates to the Perſon interred 
therein. Over the firſt Horſe was an In- 
ſeription, tlie Meaning of which is, That 
e this was in Memory of the Horſe Aquilo, 

1 begot by Aquilo, Who had conquered 
4137 Times, won the ſecond Prizes 88 
4 ms and the third 37 Times,” 8 


The Caſcripeion over the ſecond FHorſe, 
is thus engliſhed, & That Hirpinus, 15 
Grandſon of Aquito, tonquered 140 
«<5 Times, won the ſecond Prize 57 Times, 
„and the third 37 Times.“ Hence we 
oy they, kept a regular Wee of their 


2 Ancquir v. 5. r. 1, Lib, 2. Cap. 10 Pa 48. * 
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Horſes, which. Cuſtom we keep up at this 
Time, We mult alſo obſerve, the Inſcrip- 
tions for the Horſes are placed above that 
of the Owners or Riders, it being uſual to 
pay more. Honour to their Race-Horſes 
than to the Men who rode or droye them; 3 
for they erected Monuments to perpetuate 
their Memory, as may be ſcen in Ælian, 
Pliny, and others: And in Spartian, we 
find that Hadrian was ſo fond of his Horſes 
and Dogs, that he built Sepulchres for 
them; and there is yet remaining an Epi- 
taph which Salmanaſius has given, that be- 
gins thus, Boryſthenes, called Alanus, 
« from the Country he was of, the Empe- 
1 Race-Horſe, &c.” The Epitaph 
under the Horſe, was made by Order of 
Claudia Helice, for her Husband Lucius 
Avitus Dioniſius. 
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1 
CLAvDIA HELI EC 

FEC. I. AVI II. DIONISI0 
COND. G. R. RVSSATA 
CONIVCI DIGNISS; © 
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11 the ka jong preceding the above, 
this noble Animal the Horſe, was in the 
| higheſt Eſteem; for Dr. Hyde 2 informs 
us, from a Perſian Author, that a Factor of 
Shabditz had a moſt beautiful Horſe, who 
had many peculiar Qualities: © Adeo ut 
et Colrois moriturus juſſerit, ut in Latere 
< Montis Piſtun fieret Porticus Lapius, i in 
«* cujus Medio colocaretur Figura hujus 
“Equi; et ſuper Dorſo ejus ſedens Caſtroes 
« Lorico induit.” Many other Inſtances [ 
W give of the like e 


| Beſides theſe Horſe-Races at the Feſtivi- 
ties, Spartian b ſpeaks of the Foot-Races, 
which was one of the Gymnaſian Sports, 
and began after the Horſe and Chariot- | 
Races were ended. 


Something ſimilar to this, is the Prac- 
tice in England of running Matches be- 
twixt the Keats for keg Plates. © 


1 Trad. hs Ladis Orientalibus, P. 10. b Montſaa- 
con Antiquit, V. Yo Cap. 1. P. 164 


8 EC- 


: vg T3s : CO 2 EY 
: 1 . þ lt 2 * % 
N ; % *, ; : 7 y # —- » \ 
2 * W737 . Wen PH; 
. "LET . » : * 
* * 2 vs RP 
— 
4 97 - ; 
go * 7 » 1 

” * 4 A 

N — « 

* * 


$ECTION vm. 


T can produce the Proofs of the Races as 
above, from many Roman Coins; but a 


$ 

f few Inſtances will be ſufficient. 

d EY 

t The Races in the Circus Maximus at 

A Rome, celebrated annually in the Time of 

"4 ſome of the Emperors, by thoſe of noble 

E- and equeſtrian Order, whoſe Preſident was 

3 called Princeps Juventutis, a Title common- 

1 ly taken by the Empetor's Son, as frequent- 
ly ſeen upon Roman Coins a. 

1 Upon many of Aurelius's Coins, we find 


: 80 LI INVICT. and ORIENS AVG. In- 
. ſcriptions often taken by other Emperors 


t after, and generally for the ſame Reaſon as 
4 Aurelian, on celebrating the Races to Mi- 
f thras, 

. . 

8 T he young Figure, . TY Ca- 
raufius on one of his Coins, with a radicated 

Crown, and a Whip before him, haBitated 
2g 28 3 1s luppoſed to be his Son, Prin- 


2 Stukeley's Pal. Brit P. 41. 
5 ceps 
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ceps Juyentutis, his preſumptive Heir, his 
Copartner in the young Aſcainus who rode 
theſe Mithriac Games a. Genebrier pub- 
liſhed two of Carauſius's conjugated Coins, 
whence, ſays Stukeley, we may gather, 
that the Whip is often the Symbol of thoi- 
Mithriac Courſes, and that young Head 
means no more than the Son of the Em- 
8 "ANT? 


On another of Carauſius's Coins, is ORIT- 
ENS. AVG. Apollo has a Whip in his 
Right Hand. On another of the ſame 


Emperors, on the Reverſe Apollo Gradient 


to the Right, holds forth his Right Hand 


extended upwards, in his Left a Globe : He 


is naked, but mantled, . Inſcription IN- 
VICTVS, AVG. being the Name of Mi- 


thras : In the Exerque of the firſt is the 


Letter C, probaly ſignifying Corinium, our 
Cirenceſter, where many of theſe Coins, in 
particular, were found. Spanheim ſays, 
Sint hæc Rudimenta Aguſtæ Spei in quam 
ſurgunt opportune |  ORIENTES illi Al- 
canii, &c. And again, in another Place, 
a Stulksley⸗ s Pal Brit. P. 27. 
5 Princi- 


** reh ee 


pu - > 0 2 bs 
' F 
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| Principi 18 jüenbutk an Sym- 
bolum Falſe future Succefſionis 2 a. 


1 Two Coins of Valerian, have the Image = 
of the Sun, on the Reverſe with his Whip 
in his Hand, the Legend ORTENS AVG. 


meaning the Emperor and his Son ; and 
ſometimes, it means the eaſtern Part of the 
Empire; ſometimes the Son and Heir of 
the Emperor and Empire conjointly, with 


the Character and Office of en Ju- 
ventutis. 


Thus Scaliger b in his Notes upon Euſe- 


bius's Chronology, ſpeaks of a Coin of Ca- 
rus and his Son Numerian, with AVGG c. 
on the Reverſe, this regards the Emperor” 8 
Son. 


* Stukeley's Pal, Brit. P. 21. b Scalliger, P. 222. 
< It may be proper to explain the Meaning of one, two, 
or three G's to the Word AVG, AVGG. for the Bene- 
fit of thoſe not converſant with'theſe Kind of Inſcrip- 
tions: Where the Word Auguſtus is expreſſed by AVG. 
it means only one Emperor; if it be wih two G's, there 
are two meant upon the ſame Coin, as is above expreſſed; 
but if with three G's, as in ſome of Carauſius's and other 
Coins, PAX. AVGGG. &c. ſhews, that Caraſius, Mixi- 
min, and Diocleſian, reigned at the fame Time. 


E | Carinus 
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Carinus, Son of Owns celebrated Vheſe 
Games, of whom the Poct Calpurnius, in 
his laſt Eclogue (an Eye Witneſs), ſays, 

— Utcunque tamen conſpeximus ipſum 
Longinus, ac niſi me decipit viſus, in Uno 
Et Martis, Vultus et Apollinis eſſe putavi. 


Many other Inſtances of other Coins I 


cout bring, but I think theſe are ſufficient 


for the Purpoſe. 


Although from the above Anecdotes it 
does not appear when Horſe-Races began, 


yet it is evident they were uſed 635 Years 


before the N ativity of our Sayiour, in An- 
no Mundi 4715, now (1769) 2402 Years 
ago: But it might be carried up 1200 Years 


earlier than that Time, becauſe Joſias de- 
ſtroyed the Chariots of the Sun in A. M. 
3302. It alſo appears, that theſe Ceremo- 
_ nies and Diverſions were uſed by various 
Nations, in different Countries, even to be 
traced to York, where the Mithriac Feſti- 
vities were performed, of which, Horſe- 
Races were a Part. It likewiſe is evident, 


that theſe Races were encouraged by the 


Emperor 


Co 
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. Emperors of Rome and Germany, and o- 


ther Chiefs and Rulers, together with the 
Eagerneſs that all Ranks of People, even 
down to the very loweſt Claſs, have pur- 
ſued theſe Amuſements, not only in anti- 


ent Times, but alſo down to this very Day 


in England. Nay, ſo cloſely have the 
Engliſh followed the Practice of the Ro- 
mans, and their Manners, as above-menti- 
oned, together with the Proofs had from 
the Sculpture and Roman Coins, that there 
remains no Doubt of their being uſed at 
York. - | 


Some People may cial we ſhould be 
able to give a full Account of all theſe feſ- 


tival Ceremonies performed by the Ro- 


mans, during their poſſeſſing this Iſland, 
the ſame as we have of thoſe of Rome; but 
they muſt conſider, that moſt of the Ro- 


mans in Britain were chiefly Warriors, and 


few, if any Writers or Hiſtorians, to give 
any ſatisfactory Account c, even Things of 
more Conſequence than Diverſions, of which 
we have but very imperfe& Accounts. Let 
them conſider alſo, that from the firſt 
E 2 Landing 
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Landing of Julius Carr, $55 Years before 
Chriſt was born, to the Time the Roman 
Army left this Iſland, in A. D. 446, Anno 
Uurb. Condit. 1 198, after having been in 
Poſſeſſion 500 Years, not the leaſt Notice 
is taken of the Britiſh Affairs for the Space 
of 317 Years of that Time a. Hence, it is 
no Wonder, that when we are ſo ignorant 
of the Roman Affairs in this Iſland, we 
have not any regular ne of their A- 
muſements. b 


After the Romans quitted Britain, ſuch 
Confuſion and cruel Wars enſued, and con- 


priſing, that Horſe-Races were ſo little 
uſed amongſt the Inhabitants, who had 
each a Series of Troubles, occaſioned by 
the Danes, and other foreign and domeſtic 
Quarrels; and though the Diſputes be- 
twixt the Houſes of York and Lancaſter 
- ended in Henry VIII. yet religious Diſ- 
tn in that Reign, i in his Son Edward VL 


E Chronol. Table of. Ocburdehbes wb to the Ro- 


man Affairs in Britain, at the End of Horſeley's Britan · 
nia Romana, ; 


and 


65 


tinued for Ages, that it is not at all ſur- _ 
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and 6: Elizabeth's Time, and the Quar- 
rels with the Scotch, other Buſineſs was to 

be minded, than barely Diverſions. But 
| when James I. came to poſſeſs both the 
Crowns of this Iſland, People began to 
think of Amuſements, when the Civil 


Wars ſoon found the Inhabitants other Bu- 
ſineſs. 


Ihe Engliſh, ſays Pennant a, were ever 
attentive to an exact Culture of this noble 
Animal, a Horſe, of as mixed a Breed as 
that of the Inhabitants, by introducing 
Horſes from different Countries, and for 
different Purpoſes; ſome for Speed only, 
ſome. for Burthens only, and others for 
drawing heavy Carriages, &c. All which 
Breeds, by properly eroſſing them in a judi- 
cious Manner, enables England to triumph 
over the reſt of Europe, in having brought 


cach Quality of this noble Animal to the 
higheſt Perfection. 


The Breed for Race-Horſes are deſcend- 


| ed of Stallions brought from the Miau, | 


2 Zoolgg. Britan. v0, FP. 3+ 


Perſians, 
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Perſians, and to Arabians, which they give 
Mares to ſuit in Bone, Size, Strength, and 
Wind; in all which, we haye excelled all 
other Countries, 


Roger de Beleſme, created Earl of Saliſ- 
bury by the Conqueror, is the firſt upon 
Record * that introduced a Spaniſh Stallion 
into his Eſtate in Powiſland, from which, 
that Part of Wales was celebrated for a 
{wift and generous Breed of Horſes. 


 Giraldus Cambrenſis, who lived in the 
Reign of Henry II. takes Notice of it; 
and Michael Drayton, Cotemporary with 
Shakeſpear, ſings their Excellence in the 
fixth Part of his Polyolbion. This Kind 
was deſtined to mount the Nobility and 
Knights for Feats of Activity in Chiyalry 
in n the Conteſts in the T ie Yard. 


"thaw theſe 1 to l the Lan- 
guage of the Times, the Flower of Courſers, 
whoſe excellent Form added Charms to the 

Rider, and whoſe Activity and managed 


Pennan t's Zoology, | 20 Vs 


Dexte- 


6 


9 87 gained him the palm in the Field 
of romantic Honour. Afterwards the 
Gentlemen began, amongſt other Feats of 
Sporting, to try the Fleetneſs of their 
Horſes againſt one another, but rode them- 
ſelves, without meaſuring the Horſes, or 
weighing the Burthens they were to carry ; 
other Methods being found out afterwards, 


by Experience, 0 be neceſſary in fait 
Matches. 


. T! hat this was the chief Object of culti- 
vating the mixed Breed, ſeems to be yery 
16 probable, till James the Iſt's Reign, when 
£ we find Horſe-Races at Croyden, in the 
3 South a, and at Gatherly Common, a little 
* North of Richmond, in Yorkſhire, which 
} KEE wcre then famous for Horſe-Courſes; but 
1d how long they had been ſo before we are 
ry formed. = 
Edward Lord Herbert, of Cherburg, 
n- ſeemed to think theſe Sports unworthy of 


18, A2 Man of Honour: For in a Horſes 


F Pennants Zoology, P. 4. Oiborn' « Works, P. 45. 
Drayton's Polyolbion, Song 3. 


there 
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« there is much Cheating a; neither do I 
ce ſee, why a brave Man ſhould delight in a 
« Creature, whoſe chief Uſe is to help him 
© to run away.” This Lord Herbert died 
in 1648. 


Jarves Markham, who wrote on the 
Management of Horſes in A. D. 157g, 
_ mentions Running-Horſes; but theſe were 
only defigned for Matches between 'one 
Gentleman and another at that Time: Yet 
this Diverſion being ſo much eſteemed, 
Subſcriptions were at laſt made towards 
purchaſing a Piece of Plate, or making a 
Purſe, as a Prize tothe winning Horſe. 


Thus Gentlemen went on, breeding their 
Horſes ſo fine, for the Sake of Shape and 
Speed only, without conſidering, that thoſe 
Animals being only ſecond, third, or fourth 
Rates in Speed were then quite uſeleſs, un- 
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2 Hence it is very apparent, that Horſe-Races were 
very frequent, or Lord Herbert could not have had Oc- 
can to be ſo ſevere, And we find by Markham, that 
in the preceeding Ceſtury, Running-Horſes were train- 
ed; that was in A D. Fourteen Hundred and odd, in 
ſome Part of the Fifteenth Century, about three or four 
Hundred Years ago. 

till 
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till the Reign of Queen Anne, when a 
public ſpirited Gentleman, obſerying this 
Inconvenience, left. Thirteen Hundred Gui- 
neas out of his Eſtate, for thirteen Plates 
or Purſes, to be run for at ſuch Places as 


the Crown ſhould appoint, whence they 


are called the King's or Queen's Plate or 
Guineas, upon Condition, that each Horſe, 
Mare, or Gelding, ſhould carry twelve 


Stone Weight, the beſt of three Heats, 


over a Four-mile Courſe. By this Me- 
thod, a ſtronger, and more uſeful Breed, 
were ſoon raiſed; and if a Horſe did not 
win the Guineas, he was yet ſtrong enough 
to make a good Hunter. By theſe Croſſ- 


ings, as the Jockies term it, we have Horſes 


of full Blood, three Quarters Blood, or 
half bred Cattle, ſuitable to carry any Bur- 
thens ; by which Means, the Engliſh Breed 
of Horſes are allowed to be the beſt; and 
are greatly eſteemed by Foreigners, 
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